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THE LANCET.

LONDON, SATURDAY, APRIL 10, 1847.

SKETCH OF "THE LANCET" ANTI-QUACKERY CAMPAIGN.

HAD we the arms and heads of BRIAREus, and to each a
pen and tongue of power, they would find work enough in
denouncing the evils of Quackery-the immorality and crime
of the thing itself, and the mischiefs it heaps upon the profes-
sion. But being merely mortal, and having but a single pen to
wield against this hydra, we are obliged to leave the part of
BRIAREUS to our correspondents and the profession. And we

are bound to say that this part is well borne by our medical
brethren. We are not likely to be "gravelled for lack of
matter;" in fact, we are almost overwhelmed with the

mass of descriptive details, criminalities, and ill conse-

quences, of quackery, and the misdoings of quacks, which are
forwarded to us. So numerous are the tempting points of at-
tack, that oftentimes we are doubtful where to give our hostile
preference. It may be useful if, on the present occasion, we
present our readers with some slight sketch of the present
state of the anti-quackery campaign, as tending to elicit from
our friends and correspondents information and support in

the right direction.
We believe we may say we have almost destroyed the

system of giving testimonials to quack and semi-quack medi-
cines and nostrums, which had been incautiously or improperly
practised by medical men-by some thoughtlessly, and by
others, from a mere craving after notoriety. We think, too,
we have proved that there must be an element of meanness
-a want of all nice sense of professional honour- in

the medical man who permits his name to be taken

falsely for purposes of advertisement by dishonest quacks,
thus suffering the public to be duped to its injury, with-
out his interference, and allowing his profession to be

stabbed through himself, without raising a hand in its

defence. Medical testimonials of recent date are, we fancy,
getting uncommon. Many other matters have been accom-
plished ; but above all, we prize the different state of the
public medical mind, which has begun to look upon quackery
such as it really is,-the great bane of the profession,-
to see its ramifications, in things and in acts which passed
unnoticed before, and to exhibit men who were formerly
torpid and indifferent, as guardians of the honour of the
profession. We may point to our pages in proof of this, and
we may adduce particular instances. Some of our readers

will remember, and no doubt contrast, the different spirit
evinced in the valedictory addresses of 1846 and 1847, at the

Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society. In the one, the

distinguished President fell into the error or forgetfulness of
describing a medical sceptic and a mere experimenter on the
materia medica and the health of his patients, without comment
or censure; but in the other, a less marked offence against
medical ethics met with well-merited condemnation. At the

London Medical Society, the late session commenced with the
reading of a sceptical paper, improper, as we conceive, in its
tendency and aims, on a vaunted " New Era in Therapeutics,"
after the manner of " Young Physic;" but it closed with the
able anti-quackery oration of Dr. GOLDING BIRD. In Edin-

burgh, too, if we have had to denounce the backsliding

of Professors HENDERSON and GREGORY, the one to homeeo-
pathy, and the other to mesmerism, we have had the

satisfaction of observing, that in the recent address of

Dr. HA151ILTON, the President of the Medico-Chirurgical
Society of Edinburgh, the most orthodox condemnation
of quackery in every shape was made and received with
the greatest enthusiasm. Everywhere there is the sign of an
active, and not, as formerly, a merely passive, warfare between
the mass of professional men and the various forms of intra and
extra professional quackery. The very enormities of quackery
itself have ripened the medical mind to the urgent necessity
which exists for its suppression. Many years ago, that able
physician, Dr. Cow-rr, of Reading, made a vigorous onslaught
on Quackery; but his weapon fell without much effect upon the
hide of the monster-a result which presents a marked contrast
with the present alertness and response of the profession tt*
our appeals. Not the less, however, are credit and honour
justly due to this physician for the attempt he then made; it
was sufficient to give him the honourable place of herald and

precursor to the sound anti-quackery sentiment which begins
to animate all the best men in the profession, and which
cannot but end in the elevation of medicine above the dross

which has so long clung about her.
We have already commenced the exposure of the system

of obtaining practice, or at least publicity, by unprofessional
cards, handbills, circulars, puffs, and advertisements, which
are degrading to the profession, and which should be left to the
quack and to the pretender. Nothing but exposure can reach
this evil; and though we regret it, and are willing to believe
that it would hardly exist but for the impoverished state of
the profession, plundered as it is on all sides; yet as one means
of removing this very impoverishment and discredit, we must
lay an ungentle hand upon all such productions. We need not
say that we mean nothing whatever of a personal kind
by this procedure. Those who are exposed must not accuse
us of any particular hostility; we aim at the system, not at
individuals; and while we strike, we regret the necessity which
exists for striking at all. Offenders shall see that we deal

our blows high and low, far and near; as much against the
more imposing quackery connected with book advertise-

ments, quackish paragraphs, and notices to correspondents, in
the dailyand weeklynewspapers; as against the less pretending,
but synonymous, cards and handbills of the letter-box and the

kitchen area. There is the same spirit in both, the same
craving for notoriety, the same attempt, on the part of auda-
city and unscrupulousness, to take the place of real merit and
professional modesty.
Another important subject, for which we hope soon to find

space and time, is a thorough dissection of the whole tissue of
Popular Medicine, and popular medical writing. All that is

popularity-hunting in medicine tends, by a straight path, to
inevitable quackery, and to the degradation of the profession.
This idea we shall pursue, in its evil tendencies, from " PARIS
on Diet," and " CosE on Health," down to the Morisonian
system of physic as adapted for popular reading. "Every
man his own Esculapius" should be the motto of ALL the fol-
lowers of popular medicine; and that it is a most mischievous
one we need hardly attempt to prove. If there were not physi-
cians and surgeons who, in their writings, attempt to bring
down professional matters to the level of the vulgar compre-
hension, there would not be that self-sufficient judgment on
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medical matters which is so rife among the laity, and which
is the pabulum from which every system of quackery finds sup-
port. The public is so intimately indoctrinated with popular
physic, that every third man is, in his own conceit, quite able
to give an opinion upon an abstract point in scientific medicine
or surgery. This is one great source of the little respect borne

by the public towards the profession. The beginnings and the
ends of popular physic are bad; and weshall trace them in their
bad features and ill consequences from their fountains with

those medical men who pander to the popular taste, down to
the broad stream of popular scepticism, disrespect, and as-
surance in medical matters, which is everywhere met with.
We shall show that, as if by a kind of fatality, medical scep-
ticism invades both the teachers and the pupils; the prac-
titioners who minister to, and the mob who delight in, this
vicious appetite.
We must also enter more thoroughly than we have yet

done into the question of quack and patent medicines. Here
there are most important subjects for discussion; questions
which must be thoroughly probed before professional ethics
can be settled on a proper and wholesome basis. We shall

have to treat of the evils which ensue, if medical men testi-

monialize quack medicines; if they sell quack medicines;
if they prescribe quack medicines; or if they become pro-
prietors of quack medicines ! On each one of these heads we

could adduce offenders against the plainest requirements of

professional morals. Many qualified men have testimonialized,
or sold, or prescribed, and some have even degraded them-
selves so far as to be the actual originators and proprietors of
quack and patent medicines. Of the simple and honourable
duty of qualified medical men upon these points there will
not be much difference of opinion. We are fain to hope that
the whole system of patent nostrums will be severed from
medicine; but the first step to the legal abolition of patent
medicines must be the purification of the medical mind on
these points. We believe the time will come when it will be
deemed almost impossible that the educated medical man could
ever have had any connexion with quack medicines, whether
as testimonialist, prescriber, salesmen, originator, or pro-

prietor. That he has, and that, too, in no few instances, erred
after these fashions, has enormously strengthened the roots
of quackery, and rendered its overturn a task of the utmost
difficulty.
On both of these questions, popular medicine and patent me-

dicines, the conduct of chemists and druggists, must also be dis-
cussed ; but we cannot touch them while our own hands are im-

pure. It is well known that the principal druggists, as SAVORY,
DiNNMORD, REES, and others, are the authors of treatises on
Domestic Medicine, The ethics of such a state of things must
be considered, and it will also be for the profession to decide
whether druggists ought, with professional tolerance and con-
sent, ever to take out patents for medicinal preparations. The
form the question takes is, whether druggists should obtain pa-
tents for pharmaceutical elegancies or improvements, most of
which originate with the prescriptions of medical men, as their
rewards; or whether they should depend for remuneration upon
the spontaneous patronage of the profession. Those who look

into the future may possibly see that at this very time the
profession is, without suspicion, under the names,of JEBEMIE,
BATTMT, BULLOCK, SQUiRBS, and others, fostering a race of
patent medicines for a future age -in the seemingly scientific

solutions, salts, extracts, and preparations, which sound so
respectable and orthodox in the ears of the present genera-
tion.

Such are some of the points we propose to argue, but they
are but a fragmentary portion of the task we see before us.
There is the obscene quackery and the swindling quack firms,
a monstrous brood, some of whom are wholly unqualified,
some of them licentiates of the Apothecaries’ Society, some
of them members of the College of Surgeons of England, and
some of them even members of the London College of Physi.
cians, the last the worst and vilest ; there is the battle

with the public press respecting the morality of inserting for
gain, obscene and notoriously lying advertisements; there is
the quackery involved in the public alliance of a medical
name with any particular medicament; (matico and JEFFREYS,
ox-gall and CLAV, patent poultices and MARKWICK, will

rise to the recollection of our readers;) the evils of indulging
in medical writings, partaking of that mixed cynicism and
scepticism which some affect for the sake of popularity or
notoriety; the open quackeries and their supporters, hydro-
pathy, homoeopathy, and mesmerism; the laxity of medical
booksellers in publishing filthy or grossly quack books side by
side with standard professional works; the quackeries of

specialism, aurists, oculists, and orthopoedists, &c.; the

necessity of a power in the different colleges, and the

will to exercise it, of expelling gross quacks from these

bodies; the discussion of the morality which permits a man
to avow himself as a medical sceptic and disbeliever, and
yet permits him to prescribe and to take fees ;-these and
many other important topics crowd the vista before us, and
they are each and all intimately connected with the elevation of
the profession to its proper rank and dignity. A life, a
generation, can hardly hope to see the end and complete sao-
cess of the sacred cause we are engaged in; but we must labour
on, confident in the power of truth and right, well assured that
the object is too germane to the honour and interests of the
profession ever to be allowed to flag, now that the subject
has once been thoroughly begun. We are constantly receiving
enthusiastic testimony of a good beginning, and there is the
trite but true proverb, " Well begun is half ended."

THE silence of the Hospital Surgeons of London generally,
relative to the effects of ether-vapour, has excited much asto-
nishment throughout the profession. The newly-applied agent
has now been used in many hundreds of cases, in the public
institutions of the metropolis, yet no minutely detailed ana-
lytical account of the results has yet appeared, for the

information and guidance of the profession, from surgeons be-
longing to the London Hospitals. This is an extraordinary fact.
But why such a fact exists, is a problem of difficult solution.
The attention which the subject has attracted is one of

intense interest. And it is a somewhat remarkable circntn-

stance to notice, that while many operators remain so pro-
foundly and obdurately silent respecting their proceedings
with the new therapeutic agent, the number of surgical ope-
rations in some of our hospitals has more than doubled since
the introduction into practice of the use of ETHER’V.!POU1B.
It is therefore high time that the profession should be put
in possession of authentic information relative to the action
of a remedy which has already produced such an unparalleled
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influence on the practice of surgery in this country. Mr
BROOKES, one of the Surgeons of the Cheltenham General

Hospital, has, with laudable zeal, published an account of a
number of cases which had appeared in the medical pe.
riodicals. But the value of the report made by Mr. BROOKEE
is much lessened by the omission of a statement of those
details, which alone could enable the profession to form an
accurate, and therefore a satisfactory, judgment on the whole
question. The most full and ample particulars are required
for such a purpose. This is no case for ignorant prejudice, wild
speculation, or baseless hypothesis. It is a subject in which
experience will correctly guide the judgment to a true and faith-
ful decision. The bearings of the question must be settled by
facts,and not by idle doubts and surmises. If the ETHER- VAPOUR
can be safely used for the prevention of pain when the knife
of the surgeon is necessarily at work in the human body,
such a great scientific fact cannot be too quickly established
on evidence which shall defy both doubt and disputation.
On the other hand, if the newly employed agent be one of a

dangerous character, or if the results of the use of it be un-
satisfactory, why should the truth be concealed It is due
to the feelings of the unhappy persons who have to submit to
the hard doom of becoming the subjects of surgical operations
that no information regarding the effects of such a medicine
as ETHER-VAPOUR should be any longer withheld. The time

has indeed arrived when " the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth," must be known. With a view to the accomplish-
ment of such an important object, Mr. WAKLEY.jun., one of
the surgeons of the Royal Free Hospital, has addressed the
following note and blank form to the surgeons of all the

metropolitan and country hospitals. That gentleman has also
expressed a hope to us that every surgeon, whether he be
engaged in public or private practice, who has operated on
patients under the influence of ether-vapour, or who has even
been present at such operations, and is acquainted with the
results of the cases, will consider that the blank form is

addressed to him. Mr. WAKLEY, jun., states that it is his

earnest desire to obtain the fullest and most accurate infor-

mation on the subject, and to submit it without delay to the
judgment of his professional brethren. It is quite right that
this labour should be undertaken by a junior member of
the profession, who has time and energy at his command.

(Circular Note.)
SIR,-As I am very desirous of obtaining strictly accurate

evidence respecting the employment of ETHER-VApoup in the
practice of SURGERY, I venture to trespass on your attention,
with the request that you will supply, in the accompanying
form, such information as you may possess on the subject, and
return your report to me at your earliest convenience. If you
&oslash;hould be disinclined to have your name published, be kind
enough to notify the objection on the face of your report.
Trusting that you will pardon the liberty I have thus taken,
I have the honour to be, Sir, your very obedient servant, ’

THOMAS WAKLEY, Jun.
One of the Surgeons of the Royal Free

Hospital, London.
Bedford-street, Strand, London, April Soth, 1847.
P.S.-I shall, with great pleasure, forward the blank

form to all medical practitioners who may so far approve of
my object as to apply for it.

REPORTS OF OPERATIONS IN SURGERY PERFORMED UNDER THB
INFLUENCE OF ETHER-VAPOUR.

By ............... Surgeon, residing at ............... one of
the Surgeons of the..................

1. Name and description of patient.
2. Sex.
3. Age and occupation.

4. Nature of case.
5. Duration of operation.
6. Apparatus employed.*
7. Kind of ether, and its specific gravity.
8. Temperature of body and room.
9. How soon effects were manifested.

10. First effects noticed.t
11. Order of succession of effects.
12. State of pulse.
13. Colour of complexion, and loss of blood.
14. State of pupils.
15. Return of consciousness or other suspended powers.
16. Remarks of patient during and after operation.
17. After symptoms and progress.
18. Result.
19. Remarks.
* Be kind enough to note, under the above heads,-the dia-

meter of the air-passages of the instrument, particularly of the
valves. By what means the nostrils were closed. Was air
admitted after the vapour had passed the reservoir 1
t Loss of sensibility to pain; of voluntary motion; of mental

consciousness.
N.B.-When notes of cases have not been kept, it is hoped

that surgeons will state the number of times they have ope-
rated, and the results; and also any other particulars they may
remember.

AN APPEAL
TO THE

MEDICAL PROFESSION ON BEHALF OF THE
"GENERAL MEDICAL ANNUITY FUND."

GENTLEMEN, &Ncaron; The project for establishing a 
" GENERAL

MEDICAL ANNUITY FUND," for disabled members of the pro-
fession, and for widows and orphans, has now been nearly two
years before the public. It is true, that in the first instance
it was designed to form an integral part of the affairs of the
" Provincial Medical and Surgical Association," but the
meeting at Norwich having decided that it should stand
alone, a separate and distinct institution from that body, it
now becomes necessary to reorganize it, and give its inde-
pendent existence that permanence and stability which its
value and importance demands.
The unexpected decision of the Norwich meeting somewhat

staggered me, for I had previously felt I was acting under the
auspices of the Provincial Association, and that many mem-
bers of that important body had not only lent their powerful
names to the institution, but had aided its advancement by
donations and subscriptions. Still, though I was staggered, I
was not paralyzed in my energies, nor disheartened as to the
final accomplishment of the project, even though it stood
alone; for that which possesses in itself an intrinsic virtue,
seldom requires foreign aid to sustain it. The human heart,
although corrupted by selfishness, and deadened by apathy,
has many soft and gentle impulses, which need but the right
stimulus to excite into activity, and when excited, a freshness
and beauty is given to character, superior to renovated bodily
vigour, after the wastings of disease; for " true philanthropy
is health of soul :’
Although the motives which have impelled me in all I have

done in this matter are open to God, and, I trust, unimpeached
by man, I have, nevertheless, felt a delicacy in obtruding
myself,-an unwillingness to seem too prominent,-a desire
that that which was of general interest to the profession
should find amongst its ranks others who would step forward,
and bear with me the heat and the toil. I thought, if the
project was worthy of support, the acknowledged talent of an
enlightened profession like ours would be employed in its
behalf, and expected, ere this, to have found many advocates;
nor have I been altogether disappointed. Mr. Kelson, of
Sevenoaks, Kent, has furnished to the Provincial Journal a
letter, which evinces an enthusiasm worthy his benevolent
spirit, and an activity, in a pecuniary point of view, which is
an unequivocal earnest of his sincerity. If every county in
the kingdom would produce a spirit like his, the prosperity of
the institution could not be problematical. My thanks are
likewise due to those gentlemen who honoured me with an
answer to a circular, published a few weeks back. They have
with much kindness encouraged my efforts,-expressed a con-
fidence which is cheering, and, moreover, have promised
active cooperation, so soon as they shall be put into a position
to become active. This latter promise is more congenial and
satisfactory to my mind than all the compliments they have
been good enough to pay me, for I feel that counsel and help


